It is therefore suggested that the detection of linear calcification of the ascending aorta on radiographs should raise the suspicion of syphilitic aortitis. Progress.-No improvement with folic acid, but some improvement of diarrhoea and feeling of general well-being on high protein and low fat diet.
(Edema of the legs has diminished, but persists at the ankles. Serum proteins have remained low.
Dr. W. A. Bourne: The presence of a fistula is an accepted mechanism in small intestinal insufficiency, and, in view of the diverticula present in this case, might be considered as a possibility. Diverticulitis produced such a fistula in at least one case I can remember. Dr. A. Schott asked whether treatment with sulfasuxidine might hold out any prospects, assuming a chronic inflammatory condition of the mucous membrane of the jejunum similar to that of the colon in cases of colitis.
Dr. G. E. Vilvandr6 said that numerous diverticula of the small bowel were rare in this country, except those found in the duodenal second stage and the duodeno-jejunal flexure, but were somewhat common throughout the jejunum and ileum in America.
Those interested might find a good deal of information on the subject from papers published by J. Cole of Ann Arbor (Michigan) some years previous to the second World War. Among the many cases described such a condition as jejunal insufficiency leading to hypoproteinemia and cedema might be found to be dependent upon jejunal diverticulosis.
Dr. Montuschi's case was rare and Cole's descriptions well worth investigating and correlating.
Dr. E. Montuschi, in reply, thanked the President and the other speakers for their helpful contributions. Neither barium meal nor barium enema showed a fistula. A low grade inflammAtory process of the diverticula would appear to be the cause of intestinal hurry in this case leading to deficient absorption of proteins. During first twenty-four hours of treatment temperature fell to normal; thereafter it rose again and then subsided steadily during next three days (see fig. 1 ). In thc
